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MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Assistant Director of Legistics
FROM : Office of Cenerel Coubael
SUBJECT ¢ Delsgation of Authority to siga Cextificates
of lised

1. You have reguessted sy opinion as to vhether the Directar
may delogate to the Deputy Director (Suppart), sutharity te sign
"eertificates of nead” which Govermsent spencies cowteaplating the
use of spece is certain feailitiss sdmiaistered by the Gensral Ser-
vices Administration are required to furnish under the provisions
of Rublie Buildings Purchase Contract Act of 19%.

2. The Publie Buildings Purchsse Contwraet Aet (kO USCA 396
et. sog.) authorizes the Administrstor, Cenarel 3ervices te cbtain
such space as may be needed by meeans of purchass cowrests. Io de-
limiting the broed authority conferred upon the Admindstrator to
negotiste comtracts for this purpose, the Act specifies tiet no ap-
shell have been spproved by the Fublic vorks comuitimes of the Semate
and House; and that for purpeces of ebtaining such eppwroval, the Ad-
mmmnmtmmmm,m mmm
"2 certificate of need for the spaoe siznwd by the b
or agencies which will uase tho faeflity". Soctlc '
(esphasis added). Itismtmitksﬁhmmtb@
particular subsection thet your guestien is gonoermed.

3. BPtatutory provisions of this oature, spseifically requiring
the certification of the head of an agmry &8 $o the existsnee of &
fsct, ars considered as contempinting tie meercise of Juldgsent and
Mmﬁmmmwmmmm A g line of deci-

sonstruing similar pieces of legisletion are waminous in holé -
m;mzmmcmnwmm«tommmam
bility upon the head of a departemst, 1t may not be delagated to, o
mmw,amnmmmwmwmmmu
partment head (15 Comp. Gen. 575 and cases cited). Oimse the DD/B
is not empovered by staiute to act for the Direotor in this matter, 1
mist advise that any attespt to dslsgate to him the Directse's respon-
g;mw for persomally sigeing certificetes would be legally objeoticn-
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on bim. This situstion is elearly dlstinguisheble from that with
which ve are confromted.
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